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15TH JUNE 2017 
 
 
2017airqualtyplan@defra.gsi.gov.uk 
 
 
Susannah May 
Head of Joint Air Quality Unit 
Area 2C 
Nobel House 
17 Smith Square 
London 
SW1P 3JR 
 

REF: AC-LGW-347 
 

Dear Ms May 

Response to Government’s May 2017 Draft Air Quality Plan 

I am pleased to enclose for your consideration Gatwick Airport Limited’s response to the draft Air 
Quality Plan. 

As you will know our prime interest in the Government’s Air Quality Plan lies in the interaction it 
has with the Government’s policy on runway expansion in the South East. Our submission 
therefore takes the form of a single submission which provides both a supplementary submission 
on the Government’s draft Airports National Policy Statement and our response to the consultation 
on the draft Air Quality Plan. 

I attach a copy of my letter to Caroline Low on the former, and I have sent Caroline a copy of this 
letter. 

Very briefly, in relation to the draft Air Quality Plan, we note that the baseline predictions, which 
now adopt more realistic (less optimistic) vehicle emission factors, demonstrate that the air quality 
challenge is now far greater than previously thought, especially in London, but we consider that the 
draft Plan lacks any firm or detailed plans, let alone any predictions that can substantiate the claim 
that London will be compliant by 2025. 

Furthermore, given that a third runway at Heathrow is the Government’s preferred scheme for 
airport expansion, we also find it extraordinary that it entirely ignores the impacts such a scheme 
would have on London’s air quality, and in particular the requirement to achieve to achieve 
compliance as soon as possible. 

 

 



 

 

If you have any questions relating to this submission then please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
 
Stewart Wingate 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
CC Caroline Low - Director Aviation Capacity Delivery, Department for Transport 
 


