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Foreword

There is growing 
momentum behind 
Gatwick’s plan for 
expansion.  

Latest independent polling shows that local people, Londoners and small businesses are now backing 
Gatwick over Heathrow. This document provides just a snapshot of the increasing support for our plan 
that is coming from all walks of life including business, politicians, city analysts, entrepreneurs and the 
general public across the country. 

People are turning to Gatwick because we all want Britain to prosper, but not at any cost. Gatwick will 
deliver the economic benefits we need at an environmental cost we can afford. We can build a new 
runway by 2025, at half the cost, and deliver more flights to more destinations, including to crucial 
emerging markets, than Heathrow.  

The impact of noise is at the heart of this debate. Expansion at Heathrow will newly impact 320,000 
additional people – more than the population of Coventry. On the same basis at Gatwick, around 18,000 
people will be affected. We recognise this is still a big number. Our innovative and unique Noise Insulation 
Scheme will continue to help people deal with noise and we will pay the Council Tax of those most 
affected. And we will never breach our air pollution targets.  

Competition between airports creates lower prices and better services for passengers. Turning the  
clock back and reinstating a monopoly by concentrating services at one airport makes no sense.  
Aviation is changing with new planes flying further and low cost airlines continuing to grow. The need  
for one mega-hub in the UK is diminishing. We need a system of airports that can cater for whatever  
the future might hold. 

Gatwick, with its simple design for a world-class airport, is in everyone’s interest. 

Stewart Wingate 
Chief Executive, Gatwick Airport
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Paul Kehoe 
CEO of Birmingham Airport
“Gatwick expansion would support the 
rebalancing of the economy, reducing 
congestion at Heathrow and improving 
the aviation experience for all. It would 
generate competition in the South 
East leading to lower fares, improved 
standards and greater opportunities. 

“The idea of a mega-hub is becoming 
obsolete, with competition and 
liberalisation being at the heart of the 
UK’s aviation success. This is what we are 
delivering through our own investment 
programme and this is what a second 
Gatwick runway can help to support, not 
only for London, but for the country’s 
network of great airports.”

Graham Keddie 
Managing Director of Belfast 
International Airport
“Northern Irish business and 
leisure travellers want, first and 
foremost, access to London as a 
final destination. The opening up 
of the London airport market has 
driven down prices and increased the 
number of flights in recent years. 

“It is essential that the principles of 
competition are entrenched in any 
decision made about future  
airport capacity.”

Gordon Dewar 
Chief Executive of  
Edinburgh Airport
“It is essential for the United Kingdom 
that airport policy puts the needs 
of passengers at its heart and is 
designed in the best interests of the 
country as a whole. 

“Edinburgh Airport believes that the 
plans being worked on by Gatwick 
represent the most realistic and 
deliverable proposals in terms of 
providing short, medium and long-
term capacity for growth.”

What politicians think //

What COUNCILs think //

Gisela Stuart MP
“The UK needs new competition 
and a network of airports to boost 
growth, drive down costs and improve 
value, not the expansion of Heathrow. 
Gatwick is the only option being offered 
by Sir Howard Davies which would 
provide this and give our region and 
Birmingham Airport room to grow.”

Croydon Council 
Leader Cllr Tony Newman
“Croydon is on the brink of Olympic- 
scale transformation, and just 15 minutes 
away by train, Gatwick can make a  
really important contribution to the  
regeneration and investment already 
underway in our borough. A second  
runway would bring huge benefits to  
our residents and businesses, as well 
as the wider region. It would create 
thousands of new jobs, boost businesses 
including Croydon’s growing tech city,  
and see further investment in the 
transport network.”

Cllr Steve O’Connell AM 
London Assembly Member
“Expand Gatwick and you not only 
massively improve the UK’s airport 
capacity quickly and effectively, 
you will also drive growth and 
redevelopment where London  
needs it most.”

East Sussex County 
Council 
Leader Cllr Keith Glazier
“We have an opportunity here to 
back a scheme which will provide 
better links for business to trade 
across the globe, as well as 
encouraging inward investment, 
securing new jobs and attracting 
more tourists.”

Caroline Ansell 
Eastbourne Borough Council
“Gatwick delivers our most pressing 
need which is connectivity and 
tourism. Government investment has 
always followed decisions around 
airport capacity and a second runway 
at Gatwick could create a cascade of 
road infrastructure improvements.”

Royal Borough of Windsor 
and Maindenhead 
Deputy Leader  
Cllr Simon Dudley
“There is a clear message from the 
people that an expanded Heathrow 
is not supported, but our support for 
Gatwick’s proposal is.”

What regional airports think //



What regional 
businesses think //

Farnborough
Andrew Finney, Chairman and President, Hampshire 

Chamber of Commerce and Managing Director of HCR 
Group Ltd’: “The expansion of airport capacity in the 

South East, to meet proven demand, is vitally important 
to UK business. Gatwick is ready to go and entirely 
privately funded - I can see no reason to delay. The 

examination of additional expansion at Heathrow should 
continue in parallel.”

Penzance
TorFX is a foreign currency specialist employing 80 people in 
Cornwall and a further 80 people in London. Ashley Warden, 

Financial Director said: “As a fast-paced and growing business, 
we rely heavily on the regional flights that connect us. Our team 
are in and out of Gatwick continually to meet colleagues, clients 
and opportunities in London but also to connect to the hundreds 
of business destinations in Europe and the rest of the world. As 

a business we feel expanding Gatwick is the right option for 
businesses based around the UK. It will provide the required 

service, capacity, connections and competition needed.”

LONDON
John Stapleton, Co-Founder of the New 

Covent Garden Soup Company and 
Founder of brand Little Dish, said: “I rely 
on the connections around the UK and 
between London and Europe/the USA 

that Gatwick already provides. I support 
Gatwick’s case for expansion as it will 

clearly provide more cost-effective and 
regular flights that UK small businesses 

need to grow and prosper.”

Edinburgh
John Barr, Director,  Ian Dickson Travel 
Service, said: “In my personal opinion 
the logical option for the additional 

runway capacity based on connectivity, 
competition, cost and minimal impact on 

local communities is Gatwick Airport.” Newcastle 
Insure the Box is a fast-growing insurer with 

a service centre in Newcastle, employing over 
330 people with other offices London and 

Epsom. Joint Chief Executive Andy Haynes said: 
“With most of our staff based in Gibraltar and 

Newcastle, we are reliant on the regular flights to 
and from Gatwick that connect us to the capital 
and to flights to the rest of the world. I support 
a second runway at Gatwick with an increase in 

connections and business destinations.”

Reading
Oracle is an world leading international technology organisation with 
its UK headquarters in Berkshire. Simon Barnard from Oracle said: 

“Expanding Gatwick is the solution for the 21st century - it will meet the 
demands of increased air travel and allow the UK to compete at a global 

level while having the least negative impacts on the local community and 
environment. Major questions would need to be asked of any approval for 
Heathrow that demands public finances to aid the project, while Gatwick 
would utilise private funding and not put strain on the public purse. The 
case seems clear that Gatwick is the obvious answer to expand the UK 

economy and deliver a sociably acceptable solution.”

SHEFFIELD
David Child, Company Director, Chair of The Social Economy 

Forum and Chair of Sheffield Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
Council, said: “My personal view is that the deliverability and 

simplicity of the plans for Gatwick make it the preferred 
choice for Sheffield and the UK in general. Gatwick expansion 
maintains the balance of capacity for London whilst allowing 

the regional airports to continue to develop and thrive. From a 
business perspective, I support this as a wholly private sector 

funded project and would suggest the substantial subsidy 
required by Heathrow would be better invested in improving 
transport Infrastructure around our Great Northern Cities.”
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What the city thinks //

What entrepreneurs think //

Stephen Barber 
Group Managing Director of 
Pictet Asset Management
“Gatwick expansion will sharpen 
competition, improve services and 
reduce costs for business travellers. 
It also looks like the earliest, most 
economical and most environmentally  
sustainable option.”

Tink Taylor 
Founder and President, 
dotmailer
“We travel extensively and Gatwick 
offers us connections around the 
world. We’re proud to have been part 
of the original tech boom in Croydon 
and, as we continue to expand across 
the world, we support a second 
runway for Gatwick and look forward 
to the increasing number of global 
connections it will offer.”

John Armitage 
Co-founder and Chief 
Investment Officer of  
Egerton Capital
“The issue of increasing airport 
capacity in the UK is a critical one for 
industry and the wider economy and 
urgently needs to be resolved. This 
can only be achieved with reference 
to global aviation trends and the 
issues, costs and risks that face such 
a large infrastructure project. Gatwick 
is the best option for future-proofing 
the UK.”

Emma Jones MBE 
Enterprise Nation
“Enabling startup businesses to go 
global is vital to the future of the 
UK economy. Start-ups do not have 
vast expense accounts, but rely on 
low cost fares to reach new markets.  
Since the breakup of BAA, Gatwick 
has excelled in providing more 
choice, lower fares, better service 
levels and efficient service - why 
wouldn’t UK entrepreneurs want 
more of the same?”

Dónal O’Neill 
Lead transport analyst of 
Redburn Partners
“Public and political perception 
appears to have moved more in 
favour of Gatwick and investors 
recognise the shorter timeline, lower 
cost and greater growth potential 
available should Gatwick get a second 
runway. In addition, the level of ‘social’ 
disturbance under the Gatwick plan 
is materially more palatable and this 
could be a critical swing factor.”

Matt Turner 
Director, Creative Pod
“Gatwick is a major economic driver 
in the South East and they really get 
how important the next generation of 
businesses are to the region and the 
whole of the UK. Expanding Gatwick  
will enable our young entrepreneurs  
to reach new global markets.”

What LOCAL BUSINESSES think //
Paul Roe 
President of Crawley & Gatwick 
Chamber Of Commerce
“Building a second runway at Gatwick 
is the only way to secure a network 
of competitive airports for the UK, 
resulting in lower fares and more routes 
for travellers. Heathrow was stripped 
of its monopoly position only 5 years 
ago - to hand them back the monopoly 
share would be disastrous and undo all 
the benefits businesses have enjoyed 
since Gatwick became independent. 
Crawley & Gatwick Chamber of 
Commerce back Gatwick Expansion as 
the right option not just for the region, 
but for the whole of the UK.”

Jeremy Taylor 
Chief Executive of Gatwick 
Diamond Business 
“The Gatwick Diamond represents 
350 members, with 50,000 
staff. In a recent poll, 92% of our 
membership were in favour of 
Gatwick’s bid for a second runway. 
Like us, they understand that a 
second runway at Gatwick means 
economic growth & diversity across 
the region as well as a healthier 
more competitive aviation industry to 
benefit the whole of the UK.”

Soozie Campbell 
Chair of Brighton & Hove 
Tourism Alliance
“The Tourism Alliance supports the 
development of a second runway 
at Gatwick as it would substantially 
contribute to the long term growth of 
the UK’s international trade and would 
provide a fillip for tourism related 
businesses within the South East. 
Tourism businesses in the Brighton 
& Hove area would wholeheartedly 
welcome this expansion as it would 
complement their plans to increase 
visitor numbers to the city.”
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Polling carried out across London and within the 
local areas of each airport, consistently shows that 
Gatwick expansion is clearly preferred over Heathrow.

Londoners support Gatwick //
In a YouGov poll in January 2015 of 1,041 Londoners, when given a straight choice about which airport should expand 
43% picked Gatwick over 36% for Heathrow*. The results mark the 5th consecutive month of YouGov polling to show 
Londoners backing Gatwick over Heathrow.

*Total sample size was 1,041 adults. Fieldwork was undertaken between 20 and 22 January 2015. The survey was carried out online. The figures have been weighted and are 
representative of all London adults (aged 18+). The research was commissioned by Gatwick and carried out by YouGov – full results are available on YouGov’s website.

*The survey was carried out at random by the newspaper during the week of 12 January 2015 – residents were asked simply whether they supported Gatwick’s expansion plans.

*A total of 1,559 people responded to the council’s online poll in October 2014; 1,436 were Wandsworth residents, 71 did not leave a valid postcode and 22 live outside the borough. 
You can view the survey results online.

Residents around Gatwick support Gatwick //
The Crawley News carried out a survey* of more than 1,000 residents asking whether they support Gatwick’s second 
runway plans. The survey revealed that far more people in Crawley support expansion at Gatwick than oppose it.

Residents around Wandsworth support Gatwick //
A poll* of more than 1,500 local people carried out by Wandsworth Borough Council showed the majority of residents support 
expansion at Gatwick airport. The council’s research focussed on the choice between adding a new runway at either Gatwick or 
Heathrow - within every postcode area in Wandsworth more residents support Gatwick expansion, than Heathrow expansion.

Given a straight choice about which airport should expand, which would you choose?

Gatwick Heathrow Undecided

43% 36% 21%

1,000 residents were asked, ‘do you want a second runway at Gatwick Airport?’

Yes No Undecided

49.3% 23.2% 27.5%

Preference for expansion?

Expand Gatwick Expand Heathrow No expansion at either Not sure

56.74% 15.53% 23.56% 4.17%


