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18 SEPTEMBER 2015 

 

Dr Colin Church 

Director, Resource, Atmosphere & Sustainability 

Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 

Nobel House  

17 Smith Square  

London 

SW1P 3JR 

 

 

REF: AC-LGW-240 
 

Dear Colin, 

 

DEFRA Consultation on draft plans to improve air quality – information request 

 

We welcome the opportunity to participate in DEFRA’s consultation on the UK Government’s draft 

plans to improve air quality. 

 

It is our intention to provide a full and considered response to this important consultation but in 

order to do so we consider that it is essential to understand the modelling and assessment 

techniques that have been used in the modelling results reported in the consultation.  

 

We note that the supporting Technical Report, within which the modelling details and assumption 

will be set out, has not been released with the consultation, but is proposed to be provided at the 

time that the Final Air Quality Plan is published. Our ability to respond to the consultation will, 

however, be severely constrained without the opportunity to review the important information that it 

would contain. This includes information such as: 

 

 the assumptions about the performance of Euro 6/VI standard vehicles and the fleet 

composition used for each year of assessment;  

 how background concentrations have been assessed and how these differ (and why) from 

the currently published background mapping; 

 the assumptions that have been made on major transport infrastructure developments and 

other developments that may affect traffic flows around Heathrow and Gatwick; and 

 the assumptions that have been made regarding emissions and capacity of Heathrow and 

Gatwick airports 

 

We appreciate that it may well be that the final version of the Technical Report may not yet have 

been completed. If that is the case, we would anticipate that even the opportunity to review a 

current draft of the report would still go some way to assisting our understanding of these matters 

and support us in our responding in as full and meaningful way to the consultation as possible. 
 
We would also be grateful if we could be provided with the full details of the results of the PCM 

model including source apportionment for each year of study. 

 



In addition the maps provided at Figures 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the Zone Plans are difficult to comment on 

as they lack detail and provide predicted concentrations in very broad ranges. It would be useful if 

access could be provided to the full GIS files, particularly for the South east and Great London 

Plan so that these can be understood and considered in more detail. 

 

If the Technical Report, or a draft of it, is is not made available in sufficient time to enable it to be 

reviewed within the 8 week consultation timeframe then regretfully we would need to reserve our 

position as to the adequacy of the consultation. 

 

We would be grateful if you could respond urgently to this request and we look forward to your 

assistance on this important matter. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Alastair McDermid 

Airports Commission Director 

Gatwick Airport Ltd 

 

 


