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A second Gatwick runway 
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Current runway options 
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• London is the world’s best connected 
city provided by a constellation of 
airports  

• Growth forecast for next 20 years is 2%, 
and next 40 years is 1.5%. More than 100 
million additional passengers a year by 
2052 

 

Growth in Air Travel 
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Source: ICF SH&E, London Airports capacity and 
passenger demand not met (mppa) 

Source: ICF SH&E, London unconstrained passenger demand 
forecasts mppa (2012-2052) 

• A new runway will be needed 
by the mid-2020s. A further 
runway needed during the 
2040s to maintain the UK’s 
status as a global aviation 
hub 

• Restricting air travel and 
connectivity will diminish the 
competitiveness of London 
and the South East 
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Delivering Capacity 
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• Increases Gatwick’s total annual 
passenger capacity to between 
60 million and 90 million 

• Provides additional capacity to 
meet demand for London and the 
South East until the 2040s 

• Allows us to develop successful 
short - medium haul routes which 
will attract long haul operators 

• Gatwick will build on its many 
advantages compared with 
Heathrow including better 
punctuality, shorter check-in 
times, a more user friendly 
passenger experience and easier 
access  
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Boosting the Economy 
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• Trade, connectivity and investment 
benefits calculated to be £56 billion 
to 2050 

• Additional 4.5m annual tourist 
visits with £3 billion of tourist 
spending between 2025 and 2050 

• Development of further aviation 
related and international 
businesses in the Gatwick 
Diamond sub-region 

• Creating up to 19,000 new jobs 
contributing £1.66 billion a year to 
the region 

• Supporting wider social and 
economic regeneration objectives 
in East & West Sussex, Surrey, 
South East London, Kent, 
Hampshire & the Thames Gateway 
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Surface Access 
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• Gatwick is directly connected 
to 129 rail stations including 
the key London transportation 
hubs 

• 2.5 million people live within 30 
minutes of Gatwick.  All 
London’s population and over 
¼ of the UK population live 
within 60 minutes of Gatwick 

• Rail: planned mid-term 
improvements deliver the 
increased demand. Crossrail 
will improve connections  

• Road: enhancements due for 
completion in next two years 
will mitigate the traffic impact 
but further improvements have 
been assumed  

• Gatwick is prepared to make 
financial contributions to the 
cost of improving road and rail 
infrastructure 
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Environmental Impacts 
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• Air quality - modern fleets and  innovative surface access mean no 
runway options will breach statutory NO2 limits 

• Climate change - greenhouse gas emissions will increase but Gatwick 
is industry leading in endeavouring to reduce its carbon emissions  

• Noise -  a constellation would  disperse impact across South East. 
Around Gatwick 3,050 people currently fall within the 57dBAleq noise 
contour. With expansion this could rise to up to 11,800 
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Impact on the community 
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• Up to 100 residential properties and 
up to 120 commercial properties 
within the expansion area  

• No changes to our current blight 
schemes until the Airports 
Commission has issued its final 
report and Government policy 
supports expansion 

• We will be considering this issue 
actively as we progress our studies 

• Local consultation planned for early 
2014 
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Covering the costs 
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• Costs for a second runway and associated facilities at Gatwick 
are likely to range between £5 billion and £9 billion  

• Investment would be financeable by the owners of the airport 
without recourse to public funds unlike other options put 
forward 

• Negotiation between the airport and the transport authorities 
to determine a reasonable contribution to local transport 
infrastructure 

• None of the options presents significant project complexity or 
risk and any could be built and operating by 2025 
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London Gatwick – The best solution 
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 The connectivity that the UK 
needs 

 An affordable privately financed 
solution 

 True competition leads to 
passenger choice, better service 
& lower fares 

 Economic benefits spread more 
widely across the south east 

 More certainty of delivery 

 Great resilience to disruption 

 Less environmental impact 

   



CONFIDENTIAL  

Is a hub the answer? 
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• In 2012 London airports accommodated 135m passengers.  117m were 
origin and destination passengers. Only 18m were transfer 
passengers representing around 13%  

• 64.5m of these origin and destination passengers chose to use 
airports other than Heathrow 

• Investing in a single mega hub will diminish competition, lead to 
higher airport charges and air fares, and entrench airport market 
power 

• Risks and costs of delivering a mega hub are massively greater than 
for a constellation 

• Developing a mega hub will create a less resilient system 

• A mega hub inevitably leads to concentration of environmental  
impacts 

• Trends in international aviation will reduce the relative importance of 
traditional transfer traffic through London 
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A constellation of airports 
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Next Steps 
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• Initial ambition is to be included on the Davis Commission’s shortlist 

• Summer 2014: Preferred option following local consultation 

• Q1 2015: Final Proposal 

• Undertake further studies including air quality, noise, transport, and 
socio-economics as well as impacts on good health, quality of life 
and well-being 

• Engage with local authorities and key stakeholders to identify 
housing and employment land requirements 

• Identify a preferred solution for a two runway airport at Gatwick   
that is sustainable, viable, deliverable and designed considering  
the views of stakeholders and the community 
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