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28 February 2013 
 
 
 
Sir Howard Davies 
Chair, Airports Commission 
6th Floor 
Sanctuary Buildings 
20 Great Smith Street 
London  SW1P 3BT 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir Howard 
  
Letter of Intent 
  
On 17 October 2012, we announced the development of options for the short and medium term 
utilisation of existing runway capacity, as well as work on additional runway capacity at Gatwick. I 
note that you have now published guidance on “Submitting evidence and proposals to the Airports 
Commission”. In accordance with your requirements, highlighted in paragraph 3.4 of your 
guidance, I would like to formally express our intent to put forward proposals for short, medium and 
long-term options for growing capacity and connectivity. This will include long-term options for an 
additional runway at Gatwick Airport.  
  
Over the last three years we have transformed the airport, invested over £650 million and have a 
strong track record for delivering key routes to growth markets. We are now looking to the future, 
and assessing Gatwick’s long-term role in ensuring London has an efficient and resilient airport 
system that creates the crucial connectivity that our economy requires. 
  
At the outset, I believe a new runway at Gatwick could be affordable, practical, give passengers a 
greater choice of routes to key markets and have a significantly lower environmental impact than 
additional runways at Heathrow or a mega hub in the Estuary.  Crucially, it could also form the 
basis for the competitive network of three major airports that I believe will, in the long term, deliver 
benefits for those that matter most in this debate: the airport passengers. 
  
My team and I would welcome further meetings with the Airports Commission team to discuss our 
work programme.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

At the outset, as we have made clear to your secretariat, we intend to focus on: 
 

• Traffic Forecasts 
• Airport Economics 
• Runway Options 
• Surface Access Strategy 
• Environment Strategy 
• Economic Benefits 
• The Business Case 

  
I am happy if you wish to publish this letter as we will be publishing it ourselves on our website and 
letting our stakeholders know of our intentions. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Stewart Wingate 
Chief Executive Officer 
T: 01293 503000 

E: stewart.wingate@gatwickairport.com 
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