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Agenda

1. History of the Route 4 track

2. Explanation of why the CAA conceded the Judicial Review

3. Progress

4. Introduction to the Airspace Change Process

5. Identified stakeholders

6. Objectives, Opportunities, Issues of the Route 4 change

7. Details of how to stay in touch with progress
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Historic Route 4 Track 1996-2017

• During the introduction of a new global mapping system (1999) an 
anomaly was introduced that shifted the Route 4 Standard Instrument 
Departures (Summer 2000 animation)

• Single global mapping standard for navigating and tracking aircraft was 
adopted in 1999, using the World Geodetic System (WGS)

• Amendment 1 (December 1999) position of the ACORN waypoint was 
moved north

• Amendment 2 (2014 to 2015) New satellite-based navigation (RNAV) 
routes introduced that led to a concentration of flight paths, in contrast to 
the more dispersed flight paths from conventional navigation (Summer 
2014 animation).

• Amendment 3 (2015 to present day) The situation was corrected and 
traffic moved back onto the NPR (Summer 2016 animation) – the majority 
of aircraft now flew the track of the Noise Preferential Route

• Fundamentally these historical events coming to light was the reason why 
the CAA decided to request that their 2017 Route 4 decision be quashed
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Historic Route 4 Track 1996-2017
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https://www.gatwickairport.com/business-community/aircraft-noise-airspace/airspace/route-4/route-4-historical-information/



Why was the Judicial Review 

conceded?
• The reason the CAA felt it could not allow their Post Implementation 

Review decision to stand was that during the process of responding 
to litigation the CAA discovered that the historical changes to the 
conventional route were not for entirely the reasons originally 
identified

• Formal notification to Gatwick by the CAA:‘ it became apparent that 
magnetic drift was not the predominant factor causing displacement 
of Route 4 from the NPR. The CAA considered that it could not allow 
its decision to stand where such decision was based upon a 
misunderstanding of the relevant facts’

• Because this information was not previously available to either the 
CAA or Gatwick, the CAA considered that that the airport could not 
have conducted a proper consultation in 2016 and therefore it could 
not allow its decision to stand
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Progress

• Based on the review of Route 4 conducted by the CAA we published an 
explanation of the historic changes to the route

• We initiated a Route 4 conventional standard instrument departures safety review 
to allow the reversion of those SIDs to their position on 6 April 2017

• The safety review was completed and the SIDs submitted to CAA for approval in 
May 2018

• Following CAA feedback in December 2018 the review was amended and 
resubmitted January 2019

• ANS/Osprey appointed to develop the Route 4 Airspace Change proposal

• Route 4 Statement of Need for airspace change submitted to CAA December 
2018

• Assessment Meeting (agreement to proceed from the CAA) to be held 24 January 
2019

• Arranged a meeting for interested parties to explain the history of the Route 4 
airspace change process and to explain next steps
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Introduction to the Airspace Change Process
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CAP1616 replaced CAP725

• 7-Stage Process

• Defined sub-stages

• Gateways

• Increased engagement

• Increased transparency



Identified stakeholders 
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The following Stakeholders have been identified:

• Non-Aviation
 Town, Parish and County Councils

 MP’s

 Conservation groups

 Gatwick Diamond Business

• Proposed method
 Focus Groups

 Structured questionnaire

 Defined local engagement

 Use of GATCOM and NATMAG



Objectives, Opportunities and Issues
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Objectives

Design and implement permanent changes to the runway 26L Route 4 SIDs to SUNAV

Limit and seek to reduce where possible, the environmental impacts on, and provide predictability for, 

local communities in the vicinity of the Route 4 SIDs

Opportunities

Potential to make changes to the existing (temporary) RNAV SID to further reduce the impact 

experienced by local communities of aircraft departing Gatwick Airport

Potential to increase the climb angle/altitude aircraft must achieve during their initial climb

Opportunity to consider, and be compatible with, the objectives outlined in the DfT/CAA co-sponsored 

airspace modernisation initiative

Issues

Differential between the historic Route 4 track and the legally defined Route 4 Noise Preferential Route

Interaction with existing neighbouring airport procedures

Where possible the design should align with the desired outcomes defined within Gatwick’s airspace 

modernisation airspace change ACP 2018-60



Details of how to stay in touch with progress

• Look out for brief updates on the airspace blog:

https://www.gatwickairport.com/business-community/aircraft-
noise-airspace/airspace/airspace-blog/

• We will be posting information to the CAA’s airspace change 
portal. If you register with the site you’ll receive alerts 
whenever material is updated:

https://airspacechange.caa.co.uk/

• Gatwick’s Route 4 web pages:

https://www.gatwickairport.com/business-community/aircraft-
noise-airspace/airspace/route-4/
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