
Gatwick Airport’s Airspace and Noise Annual Public Meeting 2022  

Meeting Note 

Wednesday 7 December 2022 

The Airspace and Noise Annual Public Meeting took place, in person, at the Gatwick Airport Hilton 

Hotel. The event included industry, government and regulator representatives hosting stands and 

joining the Q&A panel. Meeting notes from the presentations are provided below. The slides from 

the meeting are available here. 

Rebecca Mian, Gatwick’s Noise Initiatives Engagement Manager, welcomed attendees and panellists 

and provided a summary of the format for the afternoon’s proceedings. 

Presentations 

Andy Sinclair, Gatwick’s Head of Noise and Airspace Strategy, provided a summary of the year and 

an update on significant airspace change projects. 

• Provided a brief review of the significant events that shaped and impacted the Gatwick 

Airport operation through the year. 

• Explained how flight operations at Gatwick changed during 2022 as the industry emerged 

from the constraints of the pandemic travel restrictions. 

• Described the significant amount of engagement with local stakeholders that had taken 

place during the year and the relationships between the different elements of the noise 

management and oversight structure at Gatwick. 

• Set out the progress made on: 

o the Route 4 departure routes airspace change; 

o the Gatwick element of the Government’s airspace modernisation programme in the 

south of the UK, Future Airspace Strategy Implementation - South (FASI-S) 

programme. 

Jonathan Drew, the independent co-chair of Gatwick’s Noise Management Executive Board (NEX), 

provided an update on the highs and lows of the work of the board through the year. 

• Set out the voluntary nature of the Noise Management Board (NMB), the current 

stakeholders, the constituent parts and their roles and the relationships between them. 

• Explained that, with the extension to its term, the NMB’s agreed workplan was around 60% 

of the way through the timeline for its implementation, and where progress had been 

(sometimes frustratingly) slower than expected some of the reasons for this.   

• Outlined where progress had gone well, listing the successes, and gave progress a balanced 

scorecard, explaining that it was felt both the successes and milestones should be celebrated 

whilst acknowledging and setting out the work still needed during the rest of the NMB’s 

term to bring the workplan to a successful conclusion. 

• Noted that the Board had been extended to the end of 2023 by the overwhelming 

consensus of its stakeholders in summer 2021, due to the effects of the pandemic and the 

associated resource crunch (not least on industry personnel who were critical for the 

delivery of projects).   

• Explained the NEX had been informed in July this year that Gatwick Airport (GAL) was 

planning a review of the NMB for summer 2023 and that this had been welcomed by NEX 

members.   

https://www.gatwickairport.com/globalassets/company/airspace/nmb/2022/annual-public-meeting-intro---7.12.22.pdf
https://www.gatwickairport.com/business-community/aircraft-noise-airspace/airspace/route-4/
https://www.gatwickairport.com/business-community/aircraft-noise-airspace/airspace/airspace-modernisation/
https://www.gatwickairport.com/business-community/aircraft-noise-airspace/airspace/airspace-modernisation/

