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21 DECEMBER 2015 

 

Elizabeth Truss 
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Defra 

Nobel House 

17 Smith Square 

London 

SW1P 3JR 

 

AC-LGW-260 

 
Dear Secretary of State, 

Air Quality Plan and the Runway Decision 

Thank you for your letter of 4th December 2015, which also responded on behalf of the Secretary of State 

for Transport, to my letter of 3rd November 2015. 

As you know we have been keen to engage with the Department on the preparation of the Air Quality Plan 

to ensure, in particular, that it forms a sound and reliable basis for the future Government policy making, 

not least on airport expansion.  

We are obviously aware that the Government has now published the Plan and, following the 

announcement made earlier this month by the Secretary of State for Transport to defer a decision on the 

location of the next runway to allow time for further environmental studies to be carried out , it is clear that 

the Air Quality Plan will be central to the further consideration of the air quality impacts  of such expansion. 

Whilst appreciating the time pressures that the Government has been working to, we are sure you will 

understand our disappointment and concern that the Technical Report, which has also now been 

published, was not available for consideration during the consultation period on the Draft Plan. Now that it 

is published, we will naturally be looking at it closely to understand the details of the modelling and 

predictions that underpin the Plan. 

In examining the new Plan, we are very mindful of your point that the Department is using the “best 

available evidence”, but we also recognise that this is inevitably bound to leave areas of some uncertainty.  

This is of course an issue for any policy based on modelling future scenarios and has beset air quali ty 

policy for the last 20 years.  Projections of compliance with EU legal limits by 2015 made in good faith by a 

former government in 2009, on the basis of “best available evidence” at that time, proved wildly wrong. 

Examining the assumptions set out in the Technical Report for any areas of optimism bias is therefore an 

important part of the scrutiny we, and no doubt others, will give the Plan. 

Whilst writing, we note that the Plan refers in a number of places to the review of vehicle emissions that 

the Department for Transport has asked the Vehicle Certification Agency to conduct.  It is not clear to us, 

however, how the findings of that review will be reflected in the Plan as it is taken forward. On the face of it 

this review could be highly relevant if, for example, it reveals a significant gap between vehicle emissions 

under real world driving conditions and what has been assumed in the Plan. I would be grateful if you 

could let me know what your intentions on this are. 
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Thank you again for your letter, and I have copied this response to the Secretary of State for Transport. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Sir Roy McNulty 

Chairman 

 

 

CC Rt. Hon. Patrick McLoughlin MP – Secretary of State for Transport 


