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28TH APRIL 2016 
 
Sonia Phippard 
Director General Environment and Rural Affairs 
Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Nobel House 
17 Smith Square 
London 
SW1P 3JR 
 
AC-LGW-283 
 
Dear Sonia, 

The Government’s Air Quality Plans and Implications for Airport Expansion 

Thank you for your response of 26th April to my letter of 4th April which drew your attention to a report, 
prepared by TNO, advising the Dutch Government on updates to vehicle emission factors to be used in air 
quality predictions in Holland, following the latest research TNO have undertaken on vehicle emissions in 
‘real world’ driving conditions.  

I can now advise you that, with the assistance of a number of leading UK and international research 
institutions and other air quality experts, we have completed further work relating to the predictions in the 
Air Quality Plan and its proposed measures. This includes a further report for Gatwick by TNO and eight 
further reports that consider other aspects of the Air Quality Plan. 

I am pleased to enclose these reports together with a summary report for your consideration. 

We are also of course now acutely aware of the findings of the VCA’s Independent Vehicle Emissions 
Testing Programme published by the Secretary of State for Transport last week, following last year’s VW 
revelations. 

The Chairman of Gatwick has today written to the Secretary of State for Environment Food and Rural 
Affairs on these matters and I also enclose a copy of that letter.  

As set out in our letter to the Secretary of State we would, as always, welcome the opportunity to discuss 
this latest evidence, and its implications, with you, or perhaps with officials from the joint air quality unit 
recently established by DfT and Defra. 

We are of course also sending this evidence to Secretary of State for Transport and his officials within the 
Airport Capacity Delivery team. 

Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 
Alastair McDermid 
Airports Commission Director 
Gatwick Airport Ltd 


