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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE            Claim no. KB-2024-002336        

KING'S BENCH DIVISION 

 

B E T W E E N : 

GATWICK AIRPORT LIMITED 

Claimant 

-and-  

PERSONS UNKNOWN WHOSE PURPOSE IS OR INCLUDES PROTESTING ABOUT 

FOSSIL FUELS OR THE ENVIRONMENT WHO ENTER OR REMAIN ON THE 

PREMISES AT LONDON GATWICK AIRPORT SHOWN OUTLINED IN YELLOW AND 

SHADED YELLOW ON PLAN 1 ATTACHED TO THE CLAIM FORM (WHETHER IN 

CONNECTION WITH THE JUST STOP OIL CAMPAIGN OR EXTINCTION REBELLION 

CAMPAIGN OR OTHERWISE) 

Defendants 

 

 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF LEON CULOT 

 

 

I, LEON CULOT, of Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP, Exchange House, Primrose 

Street, London EC2A 2EG WILL SAY as follows: 

1. I am a Senior Associate in the firm of Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP ("HSF 

Kramer"). Alongside Graeme Robertson, who has given three witness statements 

in these proceedings, I have conduct of this matter on behalf of the Claimant, 

Gatwick Airport Limited.   

2. I make this witness statement in support of the Claimant's application (the 

"Application") for a second review of the injunction order of Ritchie J dated 19 July 

2024 (the "Injunction Order"). The Injunction Order was first reviewed and 

continued (with minor administrative amendments) by the order of Mr Duncan 

Atkinson KC (sitting as a Deputy Judge of the High Court) dated 18 July 2025 (the 

"2025 Order"). In this statement, unless otherwise indicated, where I refer to the 
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"Injunction Order" I am referring to the Injunction Order as amended and continued 

by the 2025 Order. 

3. Save where I indicate to the contrary, the facts and matters within this statement are 

within my own knowledge and are true. Where they are not within my knowledge, I 

have identified the source of the information and believe such facts and matters to 

be true.  

4. There is now shown to me a bundle of documents, which I exhibit as "LC1". I confirm 

that the documents in those exhibits are true copies of the documents. References 

in this witness statement to the page numbers in LC1 are in the format LC1/x.  

Procedural steps taken to notify the potential Defendants: website  

5. The Claimant has taken the steps specified in paragraph 4 of the Injunction Order, 

as set out below, to notify potential Defendants of the Application and the hearing 

on 17 July 2026. 

6. On Wednesday 24 June 2026, I was informed by email by the Claimant's Digital 

Communications and Design Executive that the documents specified below had 

been uploaded to http://www.gatwickairport.com/injunction.html (the "Website") 

that day and were available for viewing: 

a. Sealed Application Notice dated 19 June 2026; 

b. Draft Order; 

c. Third Witness Statement of Graeme James Robertson dated 19 June 2026; 

d. Exhibit GJR3; and 

e. Notice of Hearing on 17 July 2026. 

7. On the same date text was also added to the Website stating:  

On 19 June 2026 Gatwick Airport Limited applied for the second annual 

review of the injunction and the continuation of the injunction for a further 12-

month period. The hearing of that application has been listed for 17 July 2026 

for two hours before a High Court judge to be confirmed. 

The judge and time of the hearing will be confirmed on the working day 

before on the Daily Cause List (from 3pm). 

8. This included a link to the Daily Cause List.  

http://www.gatwickairport.com/injunction.html
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9. A screenshot of the Website as at 9 July 2026 that I have downloaded is exhibited 

at LC1/7-11. 

Procedural steps taken to notify the potential Defendants: emails  

10. On Wednesday 24 June 2026 I sent an email to each of the email addresses below 

from the email address "injunctions@hsfkramer.com" (the "Injunctions Mailbox") 

stating that a review application had been made, that the application documents 

could be accessed on the Website, that a hearing had been listed for 17 July 2026 

and attaching a copy of a warning notice containing the same information:   

a. enquiries@extinctionrebellion.uk 

b. juststopoil@protonmail.com 

c. juststopoilpress@protonmail.com 

d. info@juststopoil.org 

e. info@takebackpower.net 

f. campaigner@fossilfreelondon.org 

g. youthdemandpress@protonmail.com 

h. shut_the_system_info@proton.me  

11. The above emails are exhibited at LC1/12-19 and the warning notice at LC1/3. 

12. On that same date, 24 June 2026, the Injunctions Mailbox received an automatic 

response from enquiries@extinctionrebellion.uk which I exhibit at LC1/20 and which 

said:  

Hello Injunctions, 

This is an automated reply to let you know we received your message. 

It'll be read - usually within 24 hours - and we'll send you a personal reply, or 

forward it to an appropriate person within Extinction Rebellion. 

To view the status of the ticket or to add comments, you can visit 

https://risingup.freshdesk.com/helpdesk/tickets/49175 

Thank you for contacting us, 

With Love & Kindness from 

The XR Public Engagement Working Group 
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13. Also on 24 June 2026, the Injunctions Mailbox received an email from 

postmaster@hsfkramer.com which I exhibit at LC1/21 and which stated that:  

 Your message couldn't be delivered 

The message you sent to shut_the_system_info@proton.me couldn't be 

delivered due to: Recipient mailbox is full.  

 Further information 

5.2.2 <shut_the_system_info@proton.me>: Recipient address rejected: 

Recipient mailbox quota exceeded 

If you sent this message to multiple addresses, you'll receive a notification 

like this for every one that didn't arrive.  

14. As at the date of this witness statement, no further emails have been received by 

the Injunctions Mailbox in response to the emails sent as described in paragraph 10 

above. 

Procedural steps taken to notify the potential Defendants: affixing of notices and 

issue of GAD 

15. On 26 June 2026, I was informed by email by one of the Claimant's in-house legal 

team that copies of the warning notice [LC1/3] had been affixed within the terminal 

areas of the airport as of 24 June 2026. On 3 July 2026, I was informed by a further 

email from one of the Claimant's in-house legal team that the remaining warning 

notices had been affixed around the perimeter fence at the airport as at 3 July 2026. 

By virtue of those confirmations and subsequent emails with the Claimant's in-house 

legal team on 10 July 2026, I understand that warning notices have been affixed at 

all locations shown with blue circles and red squares on the plan at LC1/4. 

16. On 26 June 2026, I was informed by email by one of the Claimant's in-house legal 

team that the Claimant had issued a Gatwick Airport Directive ("GAD") (reference 

GAD1551) on 25 June 2026 to all companies that operate at the airport notifying 

them of the Application, the hearing on 17 July 2026 and where copies of the 

application documentation may be obtained in hard copy and digitally.  

17. I am aware from emails with the Claimant's in-house legal team and the Claimant's 

website that a GAD is an announcement circulated by email to all companies that 

operate at the airport, notifying them of important information and guidance 

regarding the airport. GAD1551 directed recipients to share the GAD with occupiers, 
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undertenants and those sharing possession of property at Gatwick Airport occupied 

by the recipients. A copy of the GAD is exhibited at LC1/5. I understand from emails 

with the Claimant's in-house legal team on 10 July 2026 that no responses to 

GAD1551 have been received by the Claimant. 

Updates to previous witness evidence 

Judicial review claims 

18. In paragraph 26 of his Third Witness Statement dated 19 June 2026, Graeme 

Robertson explained that two objectors had brought claims for judicial review of the 

Secretary of State's grant of development consent for the Claimant's Northern 

Runway Project and that judgment was anticipated imminently.  

19. On 23 June 2026, Mr Justice Mould handed down a combined judgment for both 

claims, dismissing the claims in their entirety. The neutral citation is [2026] EWHC 

1556 (Admin). Both claimants have applied to the Court of Appeal for permission to 

appeal that judgment and, by an order dated 9 July 2026, Lord Justice Holgate 

ordered that an oral permission to appeal hearing be listed within the window 27 – 

29 July 2026.  

20. There was significant media interest in the High Court judgment; I exhibit one BBC 

News article from 23 June 2026 [LC1/22]. I consider it likely that there will be further 

media interest in the proceedings in the Court of Appeal and any permission to 

appeal decision. 

PETA protest 

21. In paragraph 38 of his Third Witness Statement dated 19 June 2026, Graeme 

Robertson stated that PETA had made a request to the Claimant and Sussex Police 

to facilitate a peaceful protest on the airport site on 14 July 2026, which was 

internally approved by the Claimant. I have been made aware from emails with the 

Claimant's in-house legal team that this protest has now been rescheduled to 21 

July 2026.  

Other airport injunctions 

22. In Table 3 of his Third Witness Statement dated 19 June 2026, Graeme Robertson 

set out the applications made by other English airports for a second review of their 
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respective injunction orders. I replicate that table below and have included an update 

on the status of those applications as of the date of this statement in the righthand 

column. 

 Table 1: status of other airport second review applications 

 Airport Claim number Date of hearing Status 

1 London City Airport KB-2024-001765 30 June 2026 

Injunction 
continued by 
order of Mr 
Justice Soole 
dated 2 July 
2026 

2 

Manchester Airport 

Stansted Airport 

East Midlands Airport 

KB-2024-002132 30 June 2026 

Injunction 
continued by 
order of Mr 
Justice Soole 
dated 2 July 
2026 

3 Heathrow Airport KB-2024-002210 9 July 2026 

Currently no 
update on the 
Heathrow 
Airport website  

4 

Leeds Bradford Airport 

Luton Airport 

Newcastle Airport 

KB-2024-002317 30 June 2026  

Injunction 
continued by 
order of Mr 
Justice Soole 
dated 2 July 
2026 

5 London Gatwick Airport KB-2024-002336 17 July 2026 
Awaiting 
hearing 

6 

Birmingham Airport 

Bristol Airport 

Liverpool Airport 

KB-2024-002473 30 June 2026  

Injunction 
continued by 
order of Mr 
Justice Soole 
dated 2 July 
2026 

7 Southend Airport KB-2024-002596 2 July 2026 

Injunction 
continued by 
order of Mr 
Justice Soole 
dated 2 July 
2026 
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23. I exhibit the orders referenced above, which I downloaded from the respective

airports' websites on 10 July 2026, at LC1/27-83. For some of the claims that relate

to multiple airports, multiple versions of the order were sealed, each bearing just the

name of an individual airport operator as the claimant (with the others listed as "and

X others"). In the interests of keeping Exhibit LC1 a proportionate length, I have only

exhibited one copy of each of those orders.

Further uploads to the Website 

24. Once this witness statement has been filed, I intend to ask the Claimant to upload a

copy of it to the Website.

25. It is anticipated that a hearing bundle for the hearing on 17 July 2026 will be finalised

at the start of the week commencing 13 July 2026. Once it has been, I intend to ask

the Claimant to upload a copy of it to the Website. Copies of the skeleton argument

and authorities bundle will also be uploaded to the Website once they have been

lodged with the Court.

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that 

proceedings for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes 

to be made, a false statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an 

honest belief in its truth. 

SIGNED …………………………………… 

LEON CULOT 

DATED 10 July 2026




