








Managing and mitigating effects

Air noise
With aircraft continuing to use existing 
flight paths for dual runway operations, the 
main noise impacts from our proposals are 
expected to be predominantly as a result of 
the increased frequency of flights rather than 
new noise impacts over previously unaffected 
areas.

We are committed to achieving a balance 
between growth and noise reduction, with 
two key proposals designed to mitgate the 
effects on local communities. 

Noise Insulation Scheme

Our proposed Noise Insulation Scheme 
includes two zones:

1.	New Inner Zone, Leq 8 hr night 55dB 
contour (incorporating Leq 16hr daytime 
63dB contour). Offering the highest 
level of noise insulation, we expect this 
new zone will apply to around 250 and 
450 households during the daytime and 
night time respectively. It would include 
replacement acoustic glazing or internal 
secondary glazing to all windows, acoustic 
ventilators and blinds to noise-sensitive 
rooms as well as replacement doors to 
these rooms where necessary. It would also 
include acoustic upgrading of bedroom 
ceilings where necessary and possible

2.	New Outer Zone, related to the Leq 16 hr 
54dB contour. Provided for around 3,300 
homes outside of the Inner Zone, this zone 
is proposed to offer acoustic ventilators for 
noise sensitive rooms, allowing windows to 
remain closed with ventilation.

Residents who have previously taken up 
grants under the existing scheme will have 
the opportunity to apply for the new scheme.

A Schools NIS is proposed for all schools 
with noise sensitive teaching spaces within 
the forecast 2032 Leq, 16 hour 51dB noise 
contour. Where schools are concerned that 
aircraft noise could be affecting teaching, 
each classroom area would be surveyed 
to assess the effects of all types of noise 
including local road traffic. Noise insulation 

measures could include improved glazing 
and acoustic fresh air ventilation. We will work 
with the school to deliver a suitable noise 
insulation package if found to be required.

A new Homeowners Assisted Moving 
Scheme is proposed. It would offer 
homeowners who meet the noise level criteria 
as a result of the Northern Runway proposals 
a package to help them move if they chose 
to do so. The new scheme would start at 
the same time as construction of the Project 
begins.  

Noise envelope

We are also proposing to introduce a ‘noise 
envelope’ to set limits on noise from future 
operations at Gatwick. The noise envelope 
would come into effect at the start of a dual 
runway operation, giving residents certainty 
that the noise limits within it would not be 
exceeded. Those limits on noise would then 
be tightened further as aircraft movements 
grow, which would incentivise airlines and the 
airport to use quieter planes and guarantee 
that there would be less impact from aircraft 
noise than was experienced in 2019, even 
though the airport would have expanded.

Proposed Noise Insulation Scheme zones



Managing and mitigating effects

Climate change and carbon
Aviation currently accounts for 7.3% of UK 
carbon emissions but is expected to increase 
as a proportion in the future. The Government 
believes the benefits from aviation are vital to 
the UK’s long-term economic prosperity and 
are also compatible with meeting greenhouse 
gas reduction targets.

Government policy points to a combination 
of areas to reconcile this, including 
developments in technology and 
improvements in efficiency alongside carbon 
offsetting - for example, by planting trees - 
and removal (taking carbon from the air and 
locking it away).

The recently published Transport 
Decarbonisation Plan and ‘Jet Zero’ 
consultation, set out a number of 
decarbonisation initiatives, including:

	р a combination of improvements in aircraft 
and airspace technology and efficiency;

	р accelerating moves to sustainable aviation 
fuel, for example from waste or bio 
resources;

	р development of electric, hydrogen, or 
hybrid aircraft especially for domestic or 
short haul flights; and

	р further net reductions in carbon through 
offsets or carbon removals.

The consultation confirms the Government’s 
commitment to continuing to work with the 
airports and airlines to help deliver these 
initiatives.

We strongly support the Government’s 
approach to cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions, including its commitment to cut 
emissions by 78% by 2035 compared to 1990 
levels, and to reach net zero by 2050.

We also support the implementation of net 
zero aviation and are committed to low-carbon 
growth and playing our part. We are already 
playing a leading role and are proud to have 
been awarded the status of becoming the first 
carbon neutral London airport in 2017. We 
use 100% certified renewable energy to run 
the airport and, since 2010, carbon emissions 
from our buildings and ground vehicles have 
reduced by 50%, and energy consumption by 
12%. Earlier this year we published our second 
Decade of Change policy, for the period to 
2030. This sets out further commitments to 
achieve 80% reduction on 1990 Scope 1 and 
2 emissions by 2030, with a longer-term goal 
to achieve ‘net zero’ before 2040. Scope 1 
emissions are made directly from our own 
operations, for example, our vehicle fleets 
or the heating of our buildings; Scope 2 are 
emissions made indirectly, for example, from 
the electricity or energy we buy from others.

We are committed to the use of best practice 
measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
throughout the construction process of this 
project, including the use of low embodied 
carbon construction materials, re-use of 
recycled waste materials, minimising the 
need to remove excavated material from site, 
deployment of low or zero carbon construction 
plant and equipment and the proactive 
management of construction related transport.

We are now developing a detailed Carbon 
and Climate Change Action Plan, alongside 
our updated energy and transport strategies, 
and intend to publish the draft Action Plan 
as part of our DCO application. This will set 
out how we will achieve emission reductions, 
including how we intend to encourage 
reductions in emissions in the control of our 
partners. 

Making best use of Gatwick’s runway capacity 
would enable the airport to grow whilst 
ensuring Gatwick does not compromise the 
net zero UK carbon target.

Air Quality
We have assessed the likely effects of the 
Northern Runway Project on air quality, 
including emissions from aircraft and 
road traffic. The results of our work show 
no significant effects for air quality are 
anticipated during construction or once the 
project is in operation.

We are proposing air quality mitigation 
measures to ensure best practice is followed 
during construction, including construction 
traffic management, construction workforce 
travel plans, dust management and the use of 
appropriate low/zero emissions vehicles, plant 
and equipment.


